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 INTRODUCTION 

       The Society for Meritorious Students, which came in to being in 2002 completes Eight years of its fruitful existence in October 2010. During the period covered under report, a number of new institutions have also been added into our fold and many fresh ventures, innovations and activities were introduced to lend a broad base to the original concept of catering to the educational needs of the bright but under privileged sections of society. This has also resulted in swelling numbers of beneficiary students, now touching a whooping high of 800.

       To bring in some village schools in the ambit of our activity, the Society made a beginning by adopting Govt. Senior Secondary School , Saketri (Panchkula) last year, where there are many bright rural students who are determined to excel. True to our vision and policy statement, the society enrolled a fairly large number of students in the schools already in our fold. Students with rural moorings have been seen to evince more interest in studies despite their economic limitations. Nearly all the students adopted in Govt. Schools in Panchkula, are from rural background and from economically challenged families.  

³  Institutions Covered

      We selected needy and meritorious students for assistance from the following institutions this year:

i).Army School Chandimandir, 

ii).Kendriya Vidyalya I, Chandimandir Cantonment, 

iii).Kendriya Vidyalya II, Chandimandir Cantonment, 

iv).Kendriya Vidyalya I, Ambala Cantonment, 

v) .Army Public School , Ambala Cantonment, 

vi) .Army Public School , Nahan,

vii).Govt. Sr. Sec. School , Sector - 6, Panchkula, 

viii).Govt. Sr. Sec. School , Sector - 7, Panchkula,

ix). Govt Girls’ Sr. Sec. School , Sector-15, Panchkula. 

x). Govt. High School , Sector - 17, Panchkula,

xi) .Govt High School , Sector- 19, Panchkula,

xii) Govt. Sr. Sec. School , Sector-20, Panchkula. 

xiii). Govt. Model Sr. Sec. School, Sector-8, Chandigarh , 

xiv).Govt. Model Sr. Sec. School, Sector-18, Chandigarh , 

xv).Govt. Model Sr. Sec. School, Sector-19, Chandigarh ,

xvi).Shishu Niketan Sr.Sec.School,Sec.-22, Chandigarh , 

xvii).Govt.Model Sr. Sec.School,Sector-26, Chandigarh , 

xviii).Govt. Model Sr. Sec. School ,Sector-33, Chandigarh , 

xix).Govt. Model Sr.Sec. School,Sector-46D, Chandigarh , 

xx) .Govt. High School , Sector- 46C, Chandigarh ,

xxi).Children of parents working in Prosthetic Centre, Zirakpur

xxii). Jagriti Wing of DAV Public School,Sector-8 Panchkula. 

xxiii).Govt. Sr. Sec. School , SAKETRI (Distt. Panchkula) 



	

	


xxiv). All students residing in ‘Nav Prayas’ Sector-25, Panchkula.

     ‘Navprayas’ in Panchkula, Sector-25, is a small but laudable social effort by Kaushal Brothers which endeavors to provide food and shelter to helpless and unfortunate children who are either orphans and rendered homeless or in most cases deserted by the parents due to extreme poverty. The society has taken upon it self to look after the educational needs of such children. From this year, we have enrolled all the inmates of ‘Navprayas’ as our adopted children. They have been admitted to various adjoining institutions and we cater to their full educational requirements, such as tuition fees, books, and stationery etc.

  New Schools Adopted this Year: 

  We also enrolled needy and meritorious students of the following Schools this year:

i).Govt. Model High School , Vikas Nagar, Mauli Jagran, Chandigarh , 

ii).Govt. Sr. Sec. School , Sector-12A, Panchkula.

iii) Children sponsored by Mrs. Bawa Municipal Councillor and selected by SMS team from EWS of the locality in Sector-12 and Sector-12A Panchkula, studying in adjoining Govt. Schools.

      The society is all set to add some more rural /village schools to its fold. Govt. Model Sr. Sec. School, Mauli Jagran, Chandigarh , and Govt. Sr. Sec. School , Modern Housing Complex, Manimajra, Chandigarh , are on the cards for adoption.

      Govt. Model Sr. Sec. School , Sector-16, Chandigarh , Govt. Model Sr. Sec. School, Sector-20, Chandigarh, Govt. Model Sr. Sec. School , Sector-21, Chandigarh , and Govt. Model Sr. Sc. School, Sector- 23, Chandigarh, were already with us but we failed to get sufficient number of new and deserving meritorious students in these schools this year. However, we shall enroll students in these schools in the ensuing session.

 A Gaint Step Forward

    The Society has been continuously receiving requests not only from public spirited individuals, for extending our activity to their areas, but also from established Trusts and Organizations to join hands in the field of Education and for making use of our expertise and experience . One such request requires a mention here. As the Society had already decided to bring more and more rural / semirural areas under its wings, we shall be pleased to coordinate effort with a famous charitable trust of Dehrabassi. Intending to work for the meritorious students of their area, Kanhaiya Lal Trust of Derabassi has agreed to bear the entire expenses of the students adopted by our society. While we laud this offer, we propose to work in some schools of the area on experimental basis. A team of experts sent by the society has short listed the following schools for inclusion with effect from the beginning of the year 2011.

i)Govt.Sr.Sec. School Singhpura,Bhudha,

ii). Govt. Sr.Sec.School, Mubarakpur.

iii). Smt. N.N.Mohan DAV Sr. Sec. School,  Dehrabassi,

iv). S.S. Jain Sr. Sec. School for Girls,  Dehrabassi, and

v). Govt.High School, Bankerpur.

     Other Schools that are likely to be adopted in the next academic session are:

        i). Kendriya Vidyalya II, Ambala Cantonment,

       ii). Kendriya Vidyalya III, Ambala cantonment.

      More village schools in the vicinity are likely to be surveyed with the help of local people, for extending help to more needy but brilliant students. Efforts are also afoot to involve more public spirited people for adopting more eligible students in times to come.  

Degree and Professional Colleges: 

    On completion of their schooling, the society sent its students to the following prestigious degree and professional colleges wherever they were able to obtain admission on their merit.

      It is heartening to report that the number of college going students is now on the increase and so is our input on such student. 

 i).Indian Institute of Technology , Delhi  

ii) .Govt. College for Men Sector-11, Chandigarh , 

 iii) .Govt. College for Girls, Sector -11, Chandigarh ,

 iv) .Govt. College Sector -46, Chandigarh , 

 v).Guru Gobind Singh College for Girls, Sector -26, Chandigarh , 

  vi).Guru Gobind Singh College for Boys, Sector -26, Chandigarh , 

 vii) .G.G.D.S.D College , Sector-32, Chandigarh , 

viii) .D.A.V. College , Sector-10, Chandigarh , 

ix) .Govt. College of Fine Arts, Sector 10, Chandigarh , 

 xi).Departments of Panjab University , Sec-14, Chandigarh ,

  xii).Chandigarh College of Engg . Sector- 26, Chandigarh , 

 xiii). Panjab University Institute of Engg. and Technology, Sector -24, Chandigarh and Hosiarpur, 

 xii).Panjab Engineering College, Sector- 11, Chandigarh , 

 xiii).Govt. Polytechnic, Sector-26, Chandigarh . 

 xiv).Govt. Postgraduate College, Kalka. 

  xv).Govt. College, Sector- 1, Panchkula. 

 xvi).Govt. College, Sector 14, Panchkula. 

 xvii).Chitkara College of Hospitality, Zerakpur- Rajpura Road near Rajpura. 

xviii). Shreeram Institute of Technical Education , Mouli (Barwala) 

  

  

Adoption of Girl Students From Leh and Ladakh 

  

  The society has been adopting girl students in precedence and with this end in view, we have adopted all the twenty nine Girl inmates of Mahanbodhi Girls’ Hostel, situated near Ram Garh Fort on Panchkula-Jagadhri Road, being run by a charitable Mahabodhi Sangh  and looked after by Bikhsu Sangsena, a dedicated Budhist Monk. The society renders help by providing academic guidance, career counseling, teaching all kinds of soft skills and organizing training programmes for their benefit. 

        Dr. Vandana Shukla conducted a two day seminar on ‘Effective Communication’ at their campus. Principal R.C.Jeewan and Principal B.R.Gupta held two different Question-Answer sessions on ‘How to prepare for the University and Board examinations’. 

       Dr. Ranjana Malik paid a number of visits to their centre and delivered talks on General Hygine and Health. To console and boost them emotionally at the time of ‘Cloud Burst’ catastrophe, Lt. Gen. J.L. Malhotra paid several visits along with Smt. Santosh Malhotra. 

   

Empowering Slum Children through ‘JAGRITI’

  

       The society continues to extend whole hearted support to the noblest of noble ventures of empowering slum children through ‘Jagriti’- a giant initiative undertaken under the able stewardship of Principal Santosh Bhandari for the amelioration of the condition of Juggi-Jhonpari children. She believes that the key to their empowerment lies only in good education, bereft of which they are bound to go astray and become problematic for the civil society. The Society for Meritorious Students had been actively associated with Jagriti ever since this project got underway in 2002. Till this time, the society had restricted its contribution only to the extent of meeting the educational needs of a few children. Finding this as highly insignificant in view of the increasing numbers of Jagriti beneficiaries, the society had not only been raising the number of such children but has also decided to take upon itself the responsibility to feed them during the interval every day. During the year under report the Society has arranged to provide the entire requirement of provisions / ration for all the 280 odd students who are given mid-day meals during recess. 

  

Jagriti and The Taj 

  

          The society has also entered into an understanding with The Taj management to arrange for the professional training of the students of Jagriti who complete their matriculation at the school. Such students as are unwilling to take to higher studies are sponsored by the society to undergo on job training in various trades at the Taj, Sector -17 Chandigarh for a Certificate from The Taj Management which is duly recognized in hospitality industry and shall be good enough for them to be able to get a job here or any where else in reputed hotels. They get Rs.1500/- p.m. as stipend from the hotel during the training period of six months and the society also gives Rs.500/- p.m. as incentive money. 

        It is heartening to report that FOUR students of Jagriti wing of DAV Public School Sector-8, Panchkula were sponsored this year for training for six months in different trades. It is hoped that this arrangement would be found very useful for Jagriti students who are unable to pursue further studies for obvious reasons. 

  

SMS students and the IFBI Programmes  for Graduates 

   

      This year the Society endeavoured to arrange employment for its students who had completed graduation. With this end in view, we contacted Institute of Finance, Banking and Insurance who offer a number of industry relevant programmes for graduates in collaboration with reputed Banks such as ICICI Bank Ltd. and HDFC. Eight students were sent for the initial aptitude test and two students qualified: one for training for the ICICI bank and the other for HDFC. Mr. Rajesh, obtained Post Graduate Diploma in IFBI from NIIT Sector-34 with the assistance provided by the Society and is presently posted in ICICI Bank, Narangarh. Mr. Sonu is undergoing training at Nimbus Sector -8, Chandigarh . Mr. Vikas got a job with LG Ltd. Rimpy and Rakesh are also suitably fixed up in their respectable jobs. 

  

Vocational Training Programme   

  

     The Society under took a programme of Computer Training for our students this year during summer vacations. Twelve students drawn from Panchkula Schools were sent to Industrial Automation Centre being run in collaboration with Siemens Ltd, a German Company, for a comprehensive training programme in computer basics. The entire expense for the course  was borne by the society. Finding this as very useful, we wish to provide similar training to at least 50 students during lean periods of school studies after the annual examinations next year. 

  

Girls and Slum Dwellers are on our priority  

  

          As per our policy, the society makes special efforts to help girl students. It is for this reason that the girl students being helped by the society out number the boys. There are a very large number of girl students from slum areas near Panchkula and adjoining colonies who are being benefited by the assistance being provided by the Society. A very large number of such students are getting educated in Govt. Schools in Sectors 6, 7, 15 and 17, Panchkula. The society has adopted a number of students in the Jagriti Wing of D.A.V. Public School, Sector-8, Panchkula. While selecting out students for assistance, we keep into special consideration the students with single parents or even no parents. A little more support to such students has been found to yield far better dividends. 


 Saketri – A Special And Innovative Venture 

  

    Saketri Village School is a quite recent addition into our fold. This school has peculiar academic problems. For instance, a large number of students joining the fifth standard after having been promoted year after year in their primary classes without examination or any kind of screening  poses a serious problem of equality in academic standards. Such students coming from adjoining village primary schools have very little or no basic knowledge of fundamentals, having been promoted every year as per education policy, are found to be immensely deficient. Such students find themselves hopelessly unable to cope with the courses of study in their new class because of their extremely poor background or practically no basic knowledge. It gives rise to a large- scale drop-outs in successive years at the secondary level.

       To over come this serious academic problem, the society has been making arrangements  for some kind of preparatory or remedial classes in this school at our expense for the last two years, which  have been equally welcomed by the village community and the school staff. Services of four unemployed trained teachers had been hired by the society for a limited period with a view to instill confidence among such students. The effort to bring these children at par with their counter parts has started bearing fruit, which is amply reflected in a substantial decline in the number of drop outs as also in a considerable rise in the percentage of marks obtained by the students. It is envisaged to apply the initiative to some other village schools in the vicinity. This effort resulting in stemming down the number of drop outs is a unique service to the village community.  

     The village community, being unaware of the long-term benefits and sweet fruits of education, have been found to be unduly keen to induct the progeny into immediate earning propositions and send them as farm-labour or as daily-wagers. Therefore, the society is also assessing the extent of help in providing attractive sports equipment and creating additional infrastructure or give incentives to sustain interest among rural students in studies and thus retain them in the school.  A team of experts is also interacting with Head Masters of adjoining feeder schools for providing all kinds of assistance to bring about noticeable improvement at the grass root level with active involvement of the village community. 

Counseling facility for our Students: 

               Our society provides career counseling facilities for its students with the help of Sh.Vinod Kaushal, who has been lending honorary services, conducting short group discussions with commerce students. He helped students in selecting careers in accountancy. The society gratefully acknowledges the services being rendered by him. Many students have been benefited in making a right choice.  The society proposes to organize more seminars and orientation programmes for college students to help them choose careers.   

Honing Communication and other Soft Skills: 

     Early years of twenty first century are witnessing emergence of a knowledge society and in this emerging dispensation, mere education and acquiring degrees does not appear to suffice. Quality education coupled with adequate communication and soft skills is the need of the day. We are also conscious that the students adopted by the society generally come from extremely backward and economically challenged families. Obviously, they are handicapped in respect of language and allied communication skills, so very necessary to successfully compete in this age of neck breaking competition. To hone their skills, the society has drawn up an ambitious programme of providing adequate training to our students and thereby equiping them with all sorts of skills. With this end in view, an exhaustive two day programme was very successfully conducted by Dr. Vandana Shukla. Col. B.M.Sablok also helps our students in preparing bio data and trains them individually and collectively for interviews in banking and other services. In one such get together, he spelt out the art of facing interviews and highlighted the importance of communication skills.

            He exhorted the students not to ever lose faith in them selves and have unflinching trust in their capabilities. Reliability, consistency, respect for truthfulness and fearlessness are the qualities of a successful person. Choosing words carefully gives you the ability to communicate well. Good skills have a ripple effect. 

           The seminarians were also addressed by Principal R.C.Jeewan, and  Principal B.R. Gupta. College students assembled at the residence of Sh. L.B.Gupta in the month of August this year to discuss their problems. The gathering was addressed by Pr. Jeewan and Pr. Gupta. 

          All the member-coordinators visited their respective institutions at least thrice and removed the difficulties of the students on the spot and gave pep-up talks.   

      Principal R. C. Jeewan and Principal B. R. Gupta are lending services in removing difficulties of the students in Science Subjects. Both of them had been visiting different institutions during the year for the said purpose. More volunteers are now coming forth for a similar help to the students adopted by the society.  

Medical Assistance and Artificial Limbs Provided:

          Although, the society primarily looks after the academic needs of the students adopted by it, it also shows an equal concern for the unforeseen medical problems of the students and others in dire need. Artificial limbs are also being provided to Ex-Army soldiers. Subedar Gurdip Singh was given an artificial leg and an arm was also provided to Ranjana Yadav. Km.Kavita d/o Sh. Padam Bhadur was also provided timely help for her heart surgery . At the behest of one of our donor, the society helped another girl child at the PGI. Another slum-dweller student adopted by the society needed urgent eye treatment, which required three-time surgery in a phased manner. She will also be attended to, after her annual examination during the lean study period.  

Meritorious Scholarship

    Society instituted special scholarships of Rs.5000/- each to be awarded to the most outstanding students of the society who have been pursuing higher studies even in the face of severest financial hardships and stringent economic constraints. The committee selected the following scholars for the awards this year.

  

   1. Mr.Mayank Bhardwaj, I.I.T New Delhi . 

  

    2. Mr.Pintu Kumar, Computer Engg. At PU Regional College of Technical Education, Hoshiarpur. 

  

3. Mr. Sunil Kumar, Diploma in Mechanical Engg. at Chandigarh College   of Engg. And Technology, Sector-26, Chandigarh . 

  

4. Mr. Rameshwar Kumar, B.Comm.III S.D. College , Chandigarh . 

  

5. Km. Kamini Gupta,B.Comm.I, GCG-11, Chandigarh . 

  

6. Km.Divya Gupta, B.comm.I, GCG-11, Chandigarh . 

  

7. Km. Divya Sharma, B.Comm.I GCG-11, Chandigarh . 

  

8. Km. Sapna, B.Comm.III Govt. College ,Sec-46B Chandigarh . 

  

9. Km. Savi, B.Sc.Hons College of Home Sc.Sec-10, Chandigarh . 

  

    10.Km. Rintu, B.Comm.I,  Govt.College, Sec-42, Chandigarh . 

  

11.Km. Navdeep Kaur, B.A.I,   DAV College , Sec-10, Chandigarh. 

  

              These students were honored on the 25th of November 2010, at a function hosted by Sh. G.D. Bagri at Hotel Prabhat Inn before a gathering of the members of the society and the elite of the town. Hon’ble  General V.P. Malik, former Chief of Army Staff presided over the ceremony and handed over a cheque of Rs. 5000/- to each one of the above awardees. He advised the recipients of the awards to make hard work and self-discipline as the way of life. Lt.Gen. J.L.Malhotra gave an account of the activities of the Society and and announced the induction of Pricipal Sanghi as a member of the Society. Principal Jeewan read out the annual report.The assembly was also addressed by Sh. C.S.Talwar, I.A.S., Special Secretary Finance and Director Treasuries and Accounts, Panjab Govt. His Holiness Bhikhu Sangsena, founder Bhudhist Meditation Centre, Chandigarh, lent grace to the occasion by his benign presence.  

               Like previous years, three students, namely Mayank, Navdeep and Rajesh were given good will complimentary coupons by the management of The Taj, Sector 17, Chandigrh, to avail themselves of free lunch or dinner for two persons. The Society appreciates this gesture for outstanding students. 

  

A Few Distinguished Achievers:  

  

 

Apart from ten percent students from each institution, (who have been awarded special prizes for registering outstanding performance or a quantum leap in their percentage of marks in respective Classes /Board /University examinations), we give below some of our very bright sparks, who have excelled this year again. 

         i). Rajesh Kumar.  Joined the Society in 2004.Did B.Comm in first class and joined Post Graduate Diploma in Banking, Finance and Insurance from NIIT Sector-34, and qualified with distinction. Selected inICICI Bank Ltd. Presently posted at Narayangarh.          

        ii). Babu Singh :  Joined the Society in 2002 after passing +2 from Govt, School Sec-33, Chandigarh, did B.Sc. from Govt College Sec-11 Chandigarh and  joined MCA in Panjab University after successfully qualifying the stiff competition. Did Masters in Computer Applications from Panjab University this year. Presently, he has been offered job on a handsome salary of Rs 3.6 Lakh per annum with a multinational in Pune. 

      iii). Pooja Sharma : Inducted in 2002 at the Army School , Chandimandir: did CBSE +2 with over 80% marks to complete B.Com. from Govt. College for Girls, Sec-11, Chandigarh , with 86% marks; Qualifying a competitive examination , she got employment with the prestigious Bank of America and is presently posted in Gurgaon.

           

        iv).Rimpy Bansal. Joined the Society in 2004 . Did M.Sc Economics from Panjab University and is presently in a job earning handsome salary.  

       v). Priti Gupta : After doing CBSE +2 from Govt. School, Sec19, Chandigarh with distinction, she completed B.Com from Govt. College, Sec-11 and  again stood First in B.Com. III scoring 88% marks. She is most successfully pursuing ICWA .       

         vi). Poonam Sharma :  Joined the society in 2002 while in class IX of Army school, Chandimandir,and completed CBSE +2 with over 80% marks to join Degree Course in Hospitality Chitkara College of Hotel Management , where she won a  merit scholarship. Arrangement was made for her internship for six months in the Taj Hotel Sector-17, Chandigarh . She has been selected for a prestigious appointment in Taj Group of Hotels at Scundrabad. 

         vii).Brij Lal Bansal: After adoption by the society in 2002, he was sent to Chandigarh College of Engg. & Tech. for Diploma in Electrical Engg.and is presently employed with Steel Strips, Chandigarh . Simultaneously, he is doing Degree also.  

       viii). Priyanka : She has been with the society since  2005 and is  pursuing a career in Architecture at Chandigarh College of Engg.& Tech. Sec-26, Chandigarh . She is doing exceptionally well. She is the Second position holder among her course mates. She is promised a job by a prestigious firm of architects on completion of her studies. 

        ix). Neetu : Joined the society in 2006 :after completing plus two from Govt Girls Sr. Sec. School , Sec-15, Panchkula, she joined College of Physiotherapy in Saket for the degree in physiotherapy this year despite all kinds of financial pull-backs and hardships. 

          x). Poonam Verma : An up and coming girl with grit and strong determination, completed her B.Com degree from Govt. College , sec-14, Panchkula this year with distinction and joined M.Comm. She was  adopted by the society for assistance in 2005 in Govt. Girls Sr. Sec. School Sector-15, Panchkula. 

        xi). Pooja  : She was picked up in 2006 by the society as an adopted student in Govt. Girls Sr.Sec. School, Sector 15,  Panchkula. She topped the school in ClassX with 84% marks and did plus two from the same school scoring 82% marks and third position in Panchkula District. Presently, she is pursuing Three years Degree Course  in Govt. College for Girls  Sector-11, Chandigarh .

        xii). Neha Mittal : Joined the society in Govt. Model Sr. Sec. School, Sec-33D, in 2005, scored  77.4 % in Class X  and repeated her performance with the same  % age in CBSE plus two this year from the same school. Qualifying entrance examination, she has been admitted to Engineering Degree at. Panjab University College of Engg. & Tech. at Hoshiarpur.

         It is heartening to report that all these students have registered phenomenal improvement in their academic performance year after year with the slight assistance and the encouragement provided by the society.

         The number of students in School Classes being very large, it will not be possible to record all the outstanding performances here. Suffice be it to mention that the students of the society have again won most of the academic prizes in the annual prize distribution functions of their respective institutions this year.   

Annual Day and Prize Distribution Function: 

       Annual function of the society which is normally held in September, had to be cancelled. However, the students registering outstanding improvement during the year have been given incentive awards and merit certificates in their respective schools before other students in their school assembly. This year 89 students were selected to be eligible for the prize. All these had either maintained a score of over 80% or improved upon their percentage of marks by about 5% or more in the annual examination. The number of students showing exceptional improvement in their academic performance at the annual examinations has shown a tremendous increase this year. 

 Our Benefactors and Donors :         

          Any organization thrives only on the support that it receives from its benefactors who really form the backbone of the organization and we are indeed very happy that our benefactors and donors continue to evince undiluted interest in the affairs of the society and are always ready to lend all kinds of support to the noble cause of educating the brilliant but needy students. It is because of this reason that we continue to spread our wings to bring more and more number of needy and brilliant students empowering them for a brighter tomorrow.

       Every little contribution for this noble cause of promotion of education is gratefully acknowledged through this report. All our donors and benefactors deserve our deep gratitude.

      We thank all our donors and always wish them well. We also pray for their prosperity and pink of health. Your continued cooperation in the discharge of our duty towards a little less privileged section of community around is always solicited and most earnestly longed for with gratitude. 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

