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INTRODUCTION 

        The Society for Meritorious Students, which came in to being in 2002 completes Nine years of its fruitful existence in October 2011. During the period covered under report, a number of new institutions have also been added into our fold and many fresh ventures, innovations and activities were introduced to lend a broad base to the original concept of catering to the educational needs of the bright but under privileged sections of society. This has also resulted in swelling numbers of beneficiary students, now touching a whooping high of 850.

         To bring in some village schools in the ambit of our activity, the Society made a beginning by adopting Govt. Senior Secondary School , Saketri (Panchkula) two years back, where there are many bright rural students who are determined to excel. This year following new rural schools were added to our list. 

1.  Govt. Sr. Secondary School Singhpura Budha ( Distt. SAS Nagar).

2. Govt. Sr. Secondary School, Mubarakpur, ( Distt. SAS Nagar).

3. Govt. High School Bhankarpur, ( Distt. SAS Nagar).

4. DAV Sr. Secondary School, Dera Bassi.

5. Govt. Sr. Secondary School Kot, Distt. Panchkula.

6. Govt. Sr. Secondary School, Ramgarh, Distt. Panchkula

7. Govt. High School Billa, Distt. Panchkula

All the expenses in schools at Sr. No. 1 to 6 are sponsored by M/s Kanhiya Lal Trust of Dera Bassi run by Kaushal brothers.

True to our vision and policy statement, the society enrolled a fairly large number of students in the schools already in our fold. Students with rural moorings have been seen to evince more interest in studies despite their economic limitations. Nearly all the students adopted in Govt.  Schools in Panchkula, are from rural background and from economically challenged families.   

Institutions Covered

        In addition to the schools enrolled this year, we selected needy and meritorious students for assistance from the following institutions/schools already covered by us:

i).Army School Chandimandir, 

ii).Kendriya Vidyalya I, Ambala Cantonment, 

iii) .Army Public School , Ambala Cantonment, 

iv)  Children of Serving Solders of 4 Mech infantry studying in various school in Ambala Cantt.

v).Govt. Sr. Sec. School , Sector - 6, Panchkula, 

vii).Govt. Sr. Sec. School , Sector - 7, Panchkula,

viii) Govt. Sarthak  Sr.Sec. School, Sector-12A, Panchkula. 

ix).  Govt Girls’ Sr. Sec. School , Sector-15, Panchkula. 

x).  Govt. High School , Sector - 17, Panchkula,

xi) .Govt High School , Sector- 19, Panchkula,

xii) Govt. Sr. Sec. School , Sector-20, Panchkula. 

xiii). Govt. Model Sr.Sec. School, Sector-8, Chandigarh , 

xiv).Govt. Model Sr.Sec. School, Sector-18, Chandigarh ,  

xv).Govt. Model Sr.Sec. School, Sector-19, Chandigarh ,

xvii).Govt. Model Sr. Sec. School, Sector-20, Chandigarh 

xvii)  Govt. Model Sr. Sec. School, Sector-21, Chandigarh 

xviii) Shishu Niketan Sr.Sec.School,Sec.-22, Chandigarh ,  

xix).Govt. Model Sr. Sec.School,Sector-26, Chandigarh , 

xx).Govt. Model Sr. Sec. School ,Sector-33, Chandigarh , 

xxi).Govt. Model Sr.Sec. School,Sector-46D, Chandigarh ,  

xxii) .Govt. High School , Sector- 46C, Chandigarh ,

xxiii).Children of parents working in Prosthetic Centre, Zirakpur

xxiv). Jagriti Wing of DAV Public School,Sector-8 Panchkula. 

xxv).Govt. Sr. Sec. School , SAKETRI (Distt. Panchkula) 

xxvi ) Govt. Model High School, Vikas Nagar, Mauli Jagra, Chandigarh



	


xxvii). All  children residing in ‘Nav Prayas’ Sector-25, Panchkula, studying in various schools of       

         Panchkula.. 

xxviii)  Children sponsored by Mrs. Lily Bawa, Municipal Councilor, Sector-12, Panchkula and        selected by SMS team from EVS of the locality from Sec.12 & 12A, Panchkula, studying in adjoining Govt. Schools.

xxix)  Govt. Model High School, Sector-38, Chandigarh

xxx)  Govt. Model High School, Sector-29, Chandigarh

The last two schools of Sector-38 and Sector-29, Chandigarh were adopted by us from this year only.

                  More village schools in the vicinity are likely to be surveyed with the help of local people, for extending help to more needy but brilliant students. Efforts are also afoot to involve more public spirited people for adopting more eligible students in times to come.  

Degree and Professional Colleges: 

                 On completion of their schooling, the society sent its students to the following prestigious degree and professional colleges wherever they were able to obtain admission on their merit. 

                 It is heartening to report that the number of college going students is now on the increase and so is our input on such students.   

i) Indian Institute of Technology , Delhi               

ii) Govt. College for Men Sector-11, Chandigarh , 

iii) Govt. College for Girls, Sector -11, Chandigarh ,

iv) Govt. College Sector -46, Chandigarh , 

v) Guru Gobind Singh College for Girls, Sector -26, Chandigarh , 

vi) Guru Gobind Singh College for Boys, Sector -26, Chandigarh , 

 vii) 
G.G.D.S.D College , Sector-32, Chandigarh , 

viii) 
D.A.V. College , Sector-10, Chandigarh ,       

ix) 
Govt. College of Fine Arts, Sector 10, Chandigarh , 

 xi)
Departments of Panjab University , Sec-14, Chandigarh ,

  xii)
Chandigarh College of Engg . Sector- 26, Chandigarh , 

 xii)
Panjab University Institute of Engg. and Technology, Sec-24, Chd and  Hoshiarpur, 

 xiii)
Panjab Engineering College, Sector- 11, Chandigarh , 

 xiv)
Govt. Polytechnic, Sector-26, Chandigarh . 

   xv)
Govt. College, Sector- 1, Panchkula. 

 xvi)
Govt. College for women, Sector 14, Panchkula. 

xviii)
Shreeram Institute of Technical Education , Mouli (Barwala)         

  

  Adoption of Girl Students From Leh and Ladakh 

            The society has been adopting girl students in precedence and with this end in view, we had adopted all the twenty nine Girl inmates of Mahanbodhi Girls’ Hostel, situated near Ram Garh Fort on Panchkula-Dera Bassi Road, being run by a charitable Mahabodhi Sangh  and looked after by Bhikkhu Sanghasena, a dedicated Budhist Monk.  The number has now arisen to 52 this year. The society renders help by providing academic guidance, career counseling, teaching all kinds of soft skills and organizing training programmes for their benefit. The society also helped some of the students in getting admissions in various schools and colleges of Chandigarh.

             Dr. Vandana Shukla & Col. B.M.Sabhlok conducted seminars on ‘Effective Communication’ at Mahabodhi Girls Hostel, Near Ramgarh. Various seminars addressed by Principal R.C.Jeewan and Principal B.R.Gupta particularly helped the college students in their preparation of exams.. 

           

 Dr. Ranjana Malik paid visits to Ramgarh Hostel of Leh Students to deliver talks on General Hygiene and Health. 

Brig. R.S.Grewal (retd.) Vice Chancellor Chitkara University provided career counseling to the students during his visits to Mahabodhi Girls Hostel, Near Ramgarh. In addition, he also visited Govt High School, Village Billa and Govt. Sr. Sec. School Saketri and provided career counseling to the students.

Empowering Slum Children through ‘JAGRITI’

         The society continues to extend whole hearted support to the noblest of noble ventures of empowering slum children through ‘Jagriti’- a giant initiative undertaken under the able stewardship of Principal Santosh Bhandari for the amelioration of the condition of Juggi-Jhonpari children. She believes that the key to their empowerment lies only in good education, bereft of which they are bound to go astray and become problematic for the civil society. The Society for Meritorious Students had been actively associated with Jagriti ever since this project got underway in 2002. In all around 285 students are helped by the Society in this  project by providing them rations for mid-day meal.  

  

Vocational Training Programme   

       The Society under took a programme of Computer Training for our students this year during summer vacations. Twenty one  students drawn from Panchkula Schools were sent to Industrial Automation Centre being run in collaboration with Siemens Ltd, a German Company, for a comprehensive training programme in computer basics. The entire expense for the course  was sponsored by Sh. Deepak Bist Director, IAG Automation, Panchkula. Finding this as very useful, we wish to provide similar training to at least 50 students during lean periods of school studies after the annual examinations next year. 

  

Girls and Slum Dwellers are on our priority  

            As per our policy, the society makes special efforts to help girl students. It is for this reason that the girl students being helped by the society out number the boys. There are a very large number of girl students from slum areas near Panchkula and adjoining colonies who are being benefited by the assistance being provided by the Society. A very large number of such students are getting educated in Govt. Schools in Sectors 6, 7, 15 and 17, Panchkula. The society has adopted a number of students in the Jagriti Wing of D.A.V. Public School, Sector-8, Panchkula. While selecting out students for assistance, we keep into special consideration the students with single parents or even no parents. A little more support to such students has been found to yield far better dividends. 


 Saketri – A Special And Innovative Venture 

      Saketri Village School is a quite recent addition into our fold. This school has peculiar academic problems. For instance, a large number of students joining the fifth standard after having been promoted year after year in their primary classes without examination or any kind of screening  poses a serious problem of equality in academic standards. Such students coming from adjoining village primary schools have very little or no basic knowledge of fundamentals, having been promoted every year as per education policy, are found to be immensely deficient. Such students find themselves hopelessly unable to cope with the courses of study in their new class because of their extremely poor background or practically no basic knowledge. It gives rise to a large- scale drop-outs in successive years at the secondary level.

       To over come this serious academic problem, the society has been making arrangements  for some kind of preparatory or remedial classes in some  schools at our expense for the last two years, which  have been equally welcomed by the village community and the school staff. Services of some unemployed trained teachers had been hired by the society for a limited period with a view to instill confidence among such students. The effort to bring these children at par with their counter parts has started bearing fruit, which is amply reflected in a substantial decline in the number of drop outs as also in a considerable rise in the percentage of marks obtained by the students. It is envisaged to apply the initiative to some other village schools in the vicinity. This effort resulting in stemming down the number of drop outs is a unique service to the village community.  

Merit Scholarship

             Society instituted special scholarships of Rs.5000/- each to be awarded to its  most outstanding students who have been pursuing higher studies even in the face of several financial hardships and stringent economic constraints. The committee selected the following scholars for the awards this year.

  

1.  Mr.Mayank Bhardwaj,  I.I.T New Delhi .

2.  Mr.Pintu Kumar, Computer Engg. At PU Regional College of Technical Education, Hoshiarpur. 

3. Gitanshu Bahl,   Persuing B.Tech.(1st Year) from D.T.U.Delhi

4. Harjinder Singh,  PEC University of Technology, Sector -11, Chandigarh,

5. Mohit Kumar, I.T. Polytechnic College, Jalalpur (Banur)

6. Prabhat Kumar PG Govt. College for Boys Sector-11,Chandigarh

7. Sanjeev Kumar , B.Tech. Civil Engineering in Chandigarh

8. Varun Arora, Chandigarh College of Engineering and Technology, Sector-26, Chandigarh

9. Km. Diksha , Shishu Niketan  Sr. Sec. School Sector -22, Chandigarh

10.  Km. Supriya, GGMSSS Sector-18, Chandigarh .

11. Sunil Kumar, Chandigarh College of Engineering and Technology, Sector-26, Chandigarh

12. Neha, Punjab University Engineering College Hoshiarpur.

13. Vinod Kumar, Diploma in Engineering in Sri Ram College of Engineering Technology, Barwala

14. Neetu, degree course in Physiotherapy at Saket, Panchkula

15. Navdeep Kaur, BA II, DAV college Sector 10 Chandigarh

16. Sunil Kumar, Chandigarh Institute of Hotel Management, Sector-42, Chandigarh.

                  These students were honoured on the 29th of October 2011, at a function hosted by Sh. G.D. Bagri at Doon Public School, Sector-21, Panchkula. Lt. Gen. Tej Sapru retd. Ex GOC- in-C  Western Command presided over the function and handed over a cheque of Rs. 5000/- to each one of the above awardees.



The Support provided by Capt. Sanjay Anand and his wife Mrs. Sunita Anand Principal and Vice Principal respectively of `Doon Public School’ and efforts made by staff and students of the school helped in making the function a great success.



In addition to the above scholarships special awards were given to all such students in various schools who secured more than 80% marks in their annual exam or who improved their score of previous year by more than 5% marks. Such awards were given to the students through their principals and coordinators. 

   It is heartening to report that all these students have registered phenomenal improvement in their academic performance year after year with the slight assistance and the encouragement provided by the society.

 Our Benefactors and Donors :         

        

 
The Society is financed by its members and their friends and relatives. A list of such donors is attached. 

 

  

  

  

